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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER & 

JANUARY AT ST. PETER’S  
 

 Sunday 17th November - 2nd before Advent 
9.30am Morning Prayer 

 Sunday 24th November - Christ the King 
9.30am Eucharist 

Sunday 1st December - Advent Sunday 
10am Family Service Among the Trees 

Sunday 8th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
   9.30am Eucharist  

Sunday 17th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9.30am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 22nd December - 4th Sunday of Advent 
7.30pm St Peter’s Carol Service 

Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve 
3pm Crib Service 
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Wednesday 25th December—Christmas Day 
9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist  

Sunday 29th December - Epiphany 
10.15am Benefice Eucharist 

Christ Church, Over Wyresdale 

Sunday 5th January - Baptism of Christ 
10am Family Service 

Sunday 12th January  - 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
9.30am Eucharist 

Sunday 19th January - 4th Sunday of Epiphany 
9.30am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 26th January—5th Sunday of Epiphany 
9.30am Eucharist 

For more information about St Peter’s please log on to  
 

dqowbenefice.co.uk  

 
The website contains a calendar of services and events and you can 

access the weekly pew sheet even if you miss the service! 
 

During December and January you can access this    
magazine on the website in glorious colour! 
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* 

Opening Times for 2019 
Thursday 28 November  12pm-5pm 

Friday 29 November  12pm-5pm 
Saturday 30 November  10am-5pm 

Sunday 1 December  10am-5pm 
Monday 2 December  12pm-5pm 

* 
Sunday Service 1 December  

10am Family Service Among the Trees 
 

Christmas Carol Service Sunday 22 December 7.30pm 
Christmas Crib Service Tuesday 24 December 3pm 

* 
Refreshments available throughout opening times 

* 
Come and visit our beautiful country Church, lit up by       
Christmas Trees, decorated by our generous sponsors – local 
businesses, individuals and primary school. The church will look 
wonderful and the atmosphere will be very special. 
 

For many reasons it can be hard to come into church, so we 
hope that this  special event will provide a warm and              
welcoming place for everyone.  

* 
*Trees and displays to enthral you 

*Drinks and mince pies, soup and bread to warm you 
*People to talk to 

*An opportunity to sit and rest 
*A Prayer Tree – for your prayers and requests 

*A Remembrance Tree – with cards for names of loved 
ones 
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View From 
the Vicarage 

 
 

Dear friends 
 
 We welcome the season of Advent as a timely reminder of where our hope lies 
and in whom we place our trust. He is, ‘The true light that gives light to every 
person’ (John 1:9). This stands in stark contrast to the deep darkness that exists 
in the hearts of the few that have the ability to terrorise the lives of so many. 
Such is the state of our world that we can be led to think the darkness is strong-
er than the light, yet it is the flickering candles that symbolise the power of love 
over hatred. St Paul reminds us: ‘Do not be overcome by evil; but overcome evil 
with good’ (Romans 12:21) The hope and light of Jesus Christ transforms the 
darkness. 
 
 This month of Christmas lights and candles reminds us of our need to seek the 
light of Christ, to be those who carry the light of Christ and let it shine through 
us in our daily lives (Matthew 5:14). As we enter this season of Advent let us 
pursue the way of love and continue to let the light of Christ work through us to 
transform the dark places around us. 
 
 Advent is also a season in which we express God’s invitation to participate in 
the celebrations of the birth of Jesus. Just as God has invited us, we too want to 
invite others. Please do encourage friends, neighbours & family to share in our 
build up to Christmas. We want everyone to know of God’s love for them, that 
they are included and invited to participate in the celebrations of His love. 
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We live in a world impacted by ‘darkness’. We desperately need the light and 
love of Christ. That transformation will only happen when the church is on her 
knees in prayer. As we prepare to celebrate Christmas and welcome the commu-
nity to share this joy with us, let us pray for Christ’s transforming presence to 
touch the hearts of all people. Let us pray that His light will dispel the dark plac-
es within us and may the gift of His love overcome all fear.  
‘In the dark streets shineth the everlasting Light’ 
 

A blessed Advent and a happy Christmas to all! {when it comes!} 
 

Cindyx, Graham, Arran & Caity xxx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GLADLY SOLEMN SOUND 

Annual Wyresdale Christmas Concert 
Thursday 19 December 2019 

8pm Christ Church, Over Wyresdale 
All welcome 

www.gladlysolemn.co.uk 
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 Come on Down! 
A recent Family Service saw us playing ‘The Price is Right!’  Remember that gameshow 

where people were asked to guess the prices of certain items and the nearest to the 

actual price was the winner?  Contestants were called out of the audience with the 

famous catchphrase ‘Come on down!’ 

We had three brave contestants – Annabelle, Simon and Garwood who played the game 

with us.  They had to guess the value of the following items: 

A Toaster;  A 49inch Television; An X box.  Can you guess the values? 

Can you think of a gospel story that fits the game?  It was the story of Zacchaeus from 

Luke’s gospel.  He was a much hated Tax Collector who ran on ahead and climbed a tree 

(because he was small) to see Jesus come by.  Jesus looked up and saw him and said 

‘Come on down Zacchaeus!  I’m coming to your house today’. 

We aren’t given much of a back story about what was said between Jesus and Zacchaeus 

or how much Zacchaeus knew about Jesus.  All we see is the gracious calling of the Lord 

to someone who was beyond the pale in most people’s eyes and the joyful acceptance 

by a man who for whatever reason saw in the Lord the answer to his questions about his 

own life and lifestyle. 

God sees through what we are on the outside to the real person inside.  This isn’t just a 

story about showing love to someone who has been cast aside by others.  It’s about God 

seeking us out and calling us by name. 

Zacchaeus has a change of heart and restores what he has extorted from people, but 

Jesus restores him to the person he was always meant to be. 

The Lords gracious calling extends to each one of us.  When we lose sight of the person 

we’re meant to be, Jesus offers to come and reset our lives to the person we’re truly 

meant to be. 

And the winner of our quiz was Garwood!  Did you guess the values?  You’ll find the 

answers on the back page. 

Family Service is on the first Sunday of the month at 10am.  Come on Down! 

-------------- 

Back page:  Russell Hobbs Toaster:  £24.99;  Sony Bravia 49inch TV:  £449;  Basic X Box 

Digital: £199 
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News from St Peter’s 
 

 
This will be the last Quernmore Link  in its current       
format. In 2020 the magazine will join forces with       
Dolphineholme and Over Wyresdale in a Benefice      

publication 
 

Christmas at St Peter’s 2019 
Advent has nearly begun & we look forward to another Christmas   
season at St Peter’s. We look forward to welcoming you at our services 
& events - please see page 2 and page 14 for details of our services at 
St Peter’s and across the Benefice: 
 

The St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival 
See the advert on Page 4 &5 – please come along to support our Christmas Tree 
Festival. Come and have a look over the weekend, vote for your favourite tree, 
remember a loved one on the memorial tree, bring your friends, enjoy the    
special atmosphere. Donations of mince pies and home bakes very welcome.  
 

A MESSAGE FROM GALE - it would not have been possible to hold this       
Christmas Tree Festival without the enthusiasm, help and dedication of a small 
band of people – YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE – a massive Thank you. And a 
huge ‘thank you’ to our sponsors! 
 

Christmas Greetings to our friends in our Link parishes of  

Greene in Braunschweig, Germany & 

Odendaalsrus in the Free State, South Africa 

 

A very Happy Christmas and all best wishes for 2020 
From Cindy, Graham, Arran and Caitlin 

 
Grateful thanks to Stephen Potter, Gale Barton and Rev Cindy  for their           

contributions to this edition. 
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Christmas at St Peter’s                    
& Across the Benefice  

dqowbenefice.co.uk  
28th NOVEMBER to 2nd DECEMBER 
St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival - St Peter’s Church  

SEE OPENING TIMES IN THE ADVERT ON PAGE 5 
 

1st DECEMBER  ADVENT SUNDAY 
Family Service Among the Trees-  at 10am 

Service of Light—at 4pm at Dolphinholme St Mark’s    
  

8th DECEMBER  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Eucharist - at 9.30am 
 

15th DECEMBER THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Morning Prayer - at 9.30am 
 

19th DECEMBER  THURSDAY 
GLADLY SOLEMN SOUND - Annual Wyresdale Christmas Concert at 8pm at 
Christ Church, Over Wyresdale 
 

22nd DECEMBER  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
ST PETER’S CAROL SERVICE—at 7.30pm 
Quermore Methodists Family Carol Service at 11am  

24th DECEMBER CHRISTMAS EVE 
Crib Service - at 3.00pm   
Benefice Midnight Mass at St Mark’s, Dolphinholme - at 11.30pm 

25th DECEMBER  CHRISTMAS DAY 
St Peter’s Christmas Day Eucharist – at 9.30am 

29th DECEMBER  FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Benefice Eucharist at Christ Church, Over Wyresdale—at 10.15am 
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St Peter’s Gets a Makeover 
The building work at St Peter’s is now complete.  People passing by are commenting on 

‘the new doors’ but when you come inside you will find a new Lobby to keep out the 

draughts and a new room within the Tower / Kitchen area.  We have moved the organ 

pipes out of the Tower and re-sited them over the Lobby and added a partition and 

internal window above the screen into the Tower. 

The Church is already feeling a lot warmer and the new Tower room is not only warmer 

but quieter too.  This means we can use the new room for Sunday School and PCC and 

other meetings. 

A while ago we all spent two days cleaning the church from top to bottom and the results 

speak for themselves.  A big thank you to all those who helped.  We’ve attached some 

pictures of our efforts. 

Don’t take our word for it – come and have a look for yourself! 
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Did you know…? 

We now run a Coffee Morning in church from 

10.30am till 12.00 on the first Monday of 

the month. 

 

 

Everyone is very welcome to drop in for a 

cuppa and a chat! 
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When an old man died in the geriatric ward of a nursing home in an Australian country 
town, it was believed that he had nothing left of any value. 
Later, when the nurses were going through his meagre possessions, they found this poem. 
Its quality and content so impressed the staff that copies were made and distributed to 
every nurse in the hospital. 
One nurse took her copy to Melbourne .. The old man's sole bequest to posterity has since 
appeared in the Christmas editions of magazines around the country and appearing in 
mags for Mental Health. A slide presentation has also been made based on his simple, but 
eloquent, poem. 
And this old man, with nothing left to give to the world, is now the author of this 
'anonymous' poem winging across the Internet. 

Cranky Old Man..... 
What do you see nurses? . . .. . .What do you see? 
What are you thinking .. . when you're looking at 
me? 
A cranky old man, . . . . . .not very wise, 
Uncertain of habit .. . . . . . . .. with faraway eyes? 
Who dribbles his food .. . ... . . and makes no reply. 
When you say in a loud voice . .'I do wish you'd try!' 
Who seems not to notice . . .the things that you do. 
And forever is losing . . . . . .. . . A sock or shoe? 
Who, resisting or not . . . ... lets you do as you will, 
With bathing and feeding . . . .The long day to fill? 
Is that what you're thinking?. .Is that what you see? 
Then open your eyes, nurse .you're not looking at 
me. 
I'll tell you who I am . . . . .. As I sit here so still, 
As I do at your bidding, .. . . . as I eat at your will. 
I'm a small child of Ten . .with a father and mother, 
Brothers and sisters .. . . .. . who love one another 
A young boy of Sixteen . . . .. with wings on his feet 
Dreaming that soon now . . .. . . a lover he'll meet. 
A groom soon at Twenty . . . ..my heart gives a leap. 
Remembering, the vows .. .. .that I promised to 
keep. 
At Twenty-Five, now . . . . .I have young of my own. 
Who need me to guide . . . And a secure happy 

home. 
A man of Thirty . .. . . . . My young now grown fast, 
Bound to each other . . .. With ties that should last. 
At Forty, my young sons .. .have grown and are 
gone, 
But my woman is beside me . . to see I don't mourn. 
At Fifty, once more, .. ...Babies play 'round my knee, 
Again, we know children . . . . My loved one and me. 
Dark days are upon me . . . . My wife is now dead. 
I look at the future ... . . . . I shudder with dread. 
For my young are all rearing .. . . young of their own. 
And I think of the years . . . And the love that I've 
known. 
I'm now an old man . . . . . . .. and nature is cruel. 
It's jest to make old age . . . . . . . look like a fool. 
The body, it crumbles .. .. . grace and vigour, depart. 
There is now a stone . . . where I once had a heart. 
But inside this old carcass . A young man still dwells, 
And now and again . . . . . my battered heart swells 
I remember the joys . . . . .. . I remember the pain. 
And I'm loving and living . . . . . . . life over again. 
I think of the years, all too few . . .. gone too fast. 
And accept the stark fact . . . that nothing can last. 
So open your eyes, people .. . . . .. . . open and see. 
Not a cranky old man . 
Look closer . . . . see .. .. . .. . ME!! 

Remember this poem when you next meet an older person who you might brush aside 
without looking at the young soul within ... . . . 
we will all, one day, be there, too!  
 
 

With thanks to Gail Barton 



14 

 
 

  

 
 

Smile Lines 

Christmas cards 
 

A friend of ours waited until the last minute to send Christmas cards. She knew 
she had 49 people on her list. So she rushed into a store and bought a package 
of 50 cards without really looking at them.  Still in a big hurry, she addressed 
the 49 and signed them without reading the message inside. 
 

On Christmas Day when things had quieted down somewhat, she happened to 
come across the one leftover card and finally read the message she had sent to 
49 of her friends. Much to her dismay, it read like this:   This card is just to say a 
little gift is on the way.  Suddenly she realized that 49 of her friends were        
expecting a gift from her. 
 

The name of God.... 
 

A little boy died and arrived at the gate of heaven.  There he met an angel.  
“Before you come in, can you tell me God’s name?” said the angel.  “Oh, that's 
easy,” the little boy replied, “His name is Harold.”   “What make you think his 
name is Harold?” the angel asked incredulously.  The little boy explained:  
“Because at Christmas we sing  ‘Hark while Harold’s angels sing...” and also, 
when we pray, we say:   ‘Our Father in Heaven, Harold be Thy Name...’ 
 

Warning 
 

A local priest and a pastor stood by the side of the road holding up a sign that 
said, ‘The End is Near!  Turn yourself around now - before it's too late!’ They 
held up the sign as a car approached.    "Leave us alone, you religious nuts!" 
yelled the driver as he sped by.  A moment later, from around the curve, they 
heard a big splash.  "Do you think," said the priest, "we should just put up a 
sign that says 'bridge down' instead?" 

 

Christmas turkey 
 
So a gentleman walks into a restaurant and asks the maitre d', "Can you please 
tell me how you prepare your Christmas turkeys?"   To which the maitre d'      
replies, "Yes. We let them know right up front they're not going to make it." 
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BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE  

 

The Book of Remembrance is a permanent record in writing of our 
loved ones now departed.  

There is also a 'YEARS MIND DIRECTORY' which is free of charge, whereby we 
can have our dear departed remembered in PRAYER on the anniversary of their 

death or perhaps on their birthday!  

Why not take advantage of this facility and give us details then come and hear 
the names being remembered on the Sunday nearest the appropriate date.  

During the Month of December we shall be remembering in our  prayers  

16th David Alan Wilson 
26th Edith Curwen 

26th  Patricia Wilkinson 
28th William Stackhouse 

30th  Edmund Dagger 

During the Month of January we shall be remembering in our prayers  

6th Hilda Wareing 
16th  Maurice Walker 
21st  Isabella Ayrton 
31st Dorothy Walker 

During the Month of February we shall be remembering in our prayers  

1st Ruth Vickers 
12th  Norman Hart 

21st  Dorothy Willan 
25th Norman Fletcher 
28th  William Lamb 
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12 Days of Christmas 
 
When most people hear ‘The 12 days of Christmas’ they think of the song of the same 
name.  It is believed by many that this song had its origins as a teaching tool to instruct 
young people in the meaning and content of the Christian faith. From 1558 to 1829 Roman 
Catholics in England were not able to practice their faith openly, so they had to find other 
ways to pass on their  beliefs.  The song ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ is one example of 
how many people believe that they did  it. 
 
The song goes, "On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me..." 
 The ‘true love’ represents God and the ‘me’ who receives these presents is the Christian. 
 
The ‘partridge in a pear tree’ was Jesus Christ who died on a tree as a gift from God. 
The ‘two turtle doves’ were the Old and New Testaments - another gift  from God. 
 
The ‘three French hens’ were faith, hope and love - the three gifts of the Spirit that abide 
(1Corinthians 13). 
The ‘four calling birds’ were the four Gospels, which sing the song of salvation through   
Jesus Christ. 
 
The ‘five golden rings’ were the first five books of the Bible, also called the ‘Book of       
Moses’. 
 
The ‘six geese a-laying’ were the six days of creation. 
The ‘seven swans a swimming’ were ‘seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.’  (1Corinthians 12:9-11, 
Romans 12, Ephesians 4, 1Peter 4:10-11.) 
  
The ‘eight maids a milking’ were the eight beatitudes. 
The ‘nine ladies dancing’ were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit  (Galatians 5:22-23). 
The ‘ten lords a-leaping’ were the Ten Commandments. 
 
The ‘eleven pipers piping’ were the eleven faithful disciples. 
The ‘twelve drummers drumming’ were the twelve points of the Apostles' Creed. 
 
So the next time you hear ‘The 12 Days of  Christmas’ you can make up your own mind:  
could this non-religious sounding song really have had its origins in the Christian Faith, or 
not? 
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy (including in    
Quernmore of course…..).  Take the parish of St James-the-Least in the county of C- for     
example.  Here the elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his correspondence to 
Darren, his nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained…   
 
On working with young people 
 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least of All 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

It is quite natural for you curates to enjoy working with young people in your parishes; 
church youth clubs were created in order to keep the newly ordained off the streets in the 
evenings. But be assured you will grow out of it. I consent to baptise babies and prepare 
teenagers for confirmation, but beyond that my contact with this alien life form is kept to 
an absolute minimum.  
 

Dear Miss Thrush runs our weekly Pram Service - whose sole purpose seems to be to give 
young mothers an opportunity to discuss the ever-changing liaisons within the village, 
while their offspring shred hymn books and destroy the flower arrangements. I drop in 
from time to time in order to check that the more mobile haven’t found where we hide the 
matches. An infant equipped with that knowledge can so easily become a teenage           
pyromaniac. 
 

I can give you little advice on your youth group. When I was a curate, the major activity 
seemed to be to teach them how to wear gas masks, although today I imagine there is 
more concern about protecting them from other sorts of exotic chemicals.  Also, I suspect 
you are kept busy keeping the young out of the darker corners of the churchyard as they 
develop their anatomical knowledge – a past-time still enthusiastically pursued by each 
new generation. 
 

You clearly find your monthly Youth Service a deeply enriching experience. As far as I am 
concerned, if such a liturgy had been necessary, then Cranmer would have provided us 
with one. Endlessly repeated choruses accompanied by a guitar would make me warm to 
the Quakers. I am sure St. Paul’s services would have been much enriched with Hymns   
Ancient and Modern.  The disciples in hiding in Jerusalem were not even able to sing       
accompanied by an organ, which must have greatly dispirited them. I also feel that our   
Verger would be unable to cope with organising the strobe lighting and dry ice effects. It 
takes him all his time to remember to light the candles on the altar.   
 

On this matter we must differ. You must worship God in your way, and I in His. 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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Why was Jesus born in a barn? 
 

Our pretty Christmas cards do not do it justice – the stable that Jesus was born in would 
have been smelly, dirty, and full of mess.   So why did God not provide something better 
for his beloved Son?   Why let Joseph and Mary scrounge around until they ended up in a 
smelly stable?    
 

Perhaps because the King of Kings being born in a foul stable is a perfect picture of re-
demption.  Jesus came from glory into a world filled with the dirt, filth and darkness of 
sin.   And Jesus was not put off by darkness in the least – instead, He came to be the Light 
of the World. Thank God for his unspeakable gift.   No wonder the angels sang “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14) 
 
** 
 

 Why the world was ready for Christmas 

 
Ever wonder why Jesus was born when He was?  The Bible tells us that “when the time 
had fully come, God sent forth his Son…” The Jewish people had been waiting for their 
Messiah for centuries.  Why did God send Him precisely when He did?   
 

Many biblical scholars believe that the ‘time had fully come’ for Jesus because of the pol-
itics of the time.  The Roman Empire’s sheer size and dominance had achieved something 
unique in world history:  the opportunity for travel from Bethlehem to Berwick on Tweed 
without ever crossing into ‘enemy territory’ or needing a ‘passport’.   For the first time 
ever, it was possible for ‘common’ people to travel wide and far, and quickly spread news 
and ideas.  And all you needed were two languages - Greek to the east of Rome, and 
Latin to the west and north.   You could set sail from Joppa (Tel Aviv) and head for any 
port on the Med.  And the Roman roads ran straight and true throughout the empire.    
 

So the Roman Empire achieved something it never intended:  it helped spread news of 
Christianity far and wide for 400 years.  After that, the Empire crumbled, and the borders 
shut down.  Not until the 19th century would people again roam so freely.   The time for 
Jesus to be born, and for news of him to be able to travel, had indeed ‘fully come’.   
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Quernmore Link editor - Graham Rigney  01524 793125                                            
graham.rigney@gmail.com 

United Benefice of 
DOLPHINHOLME, QUERNMORE  

& OVER WYRESDALE 
ST PETER’S DIRECTORY 

Vicar Rev Cindy Rigney   793125    

Revcinders@gmail.com       
Assisting Clergy 
        Reader to United Benefice   
Rev Canon Brian Mayne    Anne Brigg       751402                                 
    

In case of illness or distress please get in touch with 
Rev Cindy Rigney or, if unavailable, your Warden or      

Pastoral Assistant 

St Peter’s Quernmore 
 

Church Wardens     Stephen Potter        66742 

        Andrew Johnson     770413 

Asst Wardens          David Curwen 417944          

PCC Secretary          Gillian Kelsall   63029  

PCC Treasurer              Lynn Lund 66941 

Organist               Barbara Stackhouse 65031 

Sunday School     Teacher—Janet Alexander 

Helper               Sarah Fisher                  


