
 

 

 

Weekly Bulletin 
Mothering Sunday 

Sunday 22 March 2020 

A Message From the Vicar 

Dear Friends, 

We are living through a period of great change and  
uncertainty and so the reassurance of weekly patterns 

is, I think, helpful. 

Until we are again free to worship together in the 
churches of the Benefice, our weekly pattern will      

include this bulletin, which will, temporarily, replace 
the Pew Sheet. In it, you will find our usual weekly      

Bible readings and Collect, from the Lectionary, which 
I invite you, using a Bible, to look through at home. 
Why not do it at the time when you would usually be 

attending church? 

The bulletin will also include a thought for the week, 
from me, based upon our Gospel passage and a couple 

of topical prayers. You will also find suggestions of 
spiritual study and reflection material, as well as ideas 

to try with children. 

The most important, function of the bulletin, however, 
may be to keep us in touch with one another, so if you 

have any news to share, then please let myself, or  
Graham know and we’ll be sure to include it! You will 

find contact details on the back of the bulletin. 

In the meantime, stay safe and if you require anything 
at all, then PLEASE get in touch! With love and      

prayers, 

Cindyxx 

United Benefice of  

Dolphinholme, Quernmore                  

& Over Wyresdale 



 

News from the Vicar and PCCs  

All church services are currently suspended. However, the Vicar is 
saying Morning Prayer alternately each day in St Mark’s,             

Dolphinholme and St Peter’s, Quernmore and Evening Prayer, each 
evening in Christ Church, Over Wyresdale. If you have prayer         

requests, then please let Cindy know. 

In addition, Cindy will celebrate Holy Communion at Christ Church, 
Over Wyresdale this Sunday at 10am. This will be in a locked 

church, however. This may seem strange but you need to know that 
the Eucharist is still being celebrated, on your behalf and that we 

are all united, in prayer and praise. Next Sunday Cindy will          
celebrate, in the same way, at St Mark’s, Dolphinholme and at St 

Peter’s the week after that. 

All AGMs and PCC meetings have been postponed until further     
notice. Those who have specific roles are asked if they would be 

kind enough to hold onto their roles until we are able to meet      
together again. Please contact Cindy if this presents a problem. 

All of our churches will be open, during the day, each day, for      
private prayer, so please feel free to use them but observe strict 

hygiene and distancing rules. 

Benefice News  

The funeral of David Smith will take place at Christ Church, Over 
Wyresdale on Thursday 26th March at 1pm. As with all funerals at 

the moment, this will be for IMMEDIATE FAMILY ONLY, though it is 
hoped that we may hold a memorial     service in a few months 

time. Please hold David’s family and friends in your prayers at this 
difficult time for them. 

Catherine Helm continues to make good progress, following her  
operation, and is busy trying to avoid her grandson Gus’s efforts to 

get himself crawling by using her foot as a grab rail! 

Prayer Concerns 

Please pray for those in our Benefice who are currently self-
isolating 

Please pray for all, in the Benefice, who have had to postpone    
weddings and baptisms. 

Please pray for families, in the Benefice who feel overwhelmed by 
the prospect of home-schooling from Monday and also for all school 
staff, who will be continuing to work next week. We also pray for all 
those ‘key workers’ in our Benefice who continue to go to work and 

who often put themselves in the way of danger for us. 

Mothering Sunday will be a National Day of Prayer for all affected 
by Coronavirus. 



You are invited to place a light in your window, as an act of        
solidarity, and you may like to use the prayers below: 

A Prayer for all affected by Coronavirus: 
Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

For hospital staff and medical researchers 
Gracious God, 

give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 

that through their work many will be restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Resources for use at Home 

Each week there will be new resources added. Eventually, Cindy 
hopes to offer streamed and recorded services from our own 

churches. However, this week, we focus upon how you can join 
with a service taking place somewhere in England. 

For those who would like a traditional Holy Communion service, 
The Archbishop of Canterbury will be celebrating live on BBC radio 

stations, including Radio 4, at 8am tomorrow morning. This will 
also then be available on the Church of England Facebook page 

from 9am. 

For something All age, our own +Jill will be live streaming from St 
James, Clitheroe a special service to celebrate Mothering Sunday. 

Here is the link for further information: https://
www.blackburn.anglican.org/news/366/9am-live-from-the-

diocese-of-blackburn-o 

 Vicar’s Bible Reflection for Mothering Sunday: 
John 19:25b-27 

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw 

his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 

he said to her, “Woman,[a] here is your son,” 27 and to the                 

disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple 

took her into his home. 

https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/news/366/9am-live-from-the-diocese-of-blackburn-o
https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/news/366/9am-live-from-the-diocese-of-blackburn-o
https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/news/366/9am-live-from-the-diocese-of-blackburn-o
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+19%3A25-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26852a


 
As you will all be aware, today is Mothering Sunday. Some are         

fortunate enough to have their mothers and loved ones nearby but, for 

many, we are having to distance ourselves bodily, if not emotionally. 

In recent days, I have heard more than one person say that they are 

fearful that they may not see or touch a relative for some time and 

some even fear that they may have had their last earthly time          

together. 

These are difficult days indeed. How striking then that, as Jesus and 

his mother faced their ultimate moment of separation, he should     

entrust his mother’s care to the hands of another. For many of us, this 

is what we must now do. We are relying and trusting that care     

workers, hospital staff and friendly neighbours can keep our loved 

ones safe when we are unable to be physically there for them,         

however much we may wish to be. 

There is a sense of us needing to ‘let go’ and to trust that all will be 

well and that, whatever may happen, God is holding each one of us 

safely in His hands.  

For Jesus’s friends and family, the world no longer made sense and 

things were no longer as familiar as they had been. Jesus, though, 

even from the cross, directs our actions. We may not be close enough 

to show love to our own blood family, but each of us are part of God’s 

family and we can show our love by the care that we show to one    

another during this most challenging of times. We are mother and   

father and sister and brother to one another now more than ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can also find this bulletin on the website. If you have any items 
please contact  

graham.rigney@gmail.com or ring 793125 by the end of   Thursday to 
ensure inclusion on  Sunday 

To receive a digital copy of this bulletin every week simply subscribe 
via the website at  

dqowbenefice.co.uk  (on the Blog page)! 

 
VICAR—Rev Cindy Rigney 01524 793125 

revcinders@gmail.com  

In Our Year’s Mind  for MARCH 
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