United Benefice of
Dolphinholme, Quernmore
& Over Wyresdale

BENEFICE LINK

Advent & Christmas 2021

Christmas Across the Benefice
28th NOVEMBER ADVENT SUNDAY
Christ Church - Evensong at 5.30pm
St Peter’s - Eucharist at 9.30am
St Mark’s - Advent Service of Light at 4pm

5th DECEMBER SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Christ Church - BCP Eucharist at 11am
St Peter’s - BCP Eucharist at 9am Family Service at 10am
St Mark’s - Eucharist at 9.30am

12th DECEMBER THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Christ Church - Family Service at 5.30pm Tree Decoration
St Peter’s - Eucharist at 9.30am Christingle at 3pm
St Mark’s - Morning Prayer at 11am

19th DECEMBER FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Christ Church - Carol Service at 4pm
St Peter’s - Carol Service at 7.30pm
St Mark’s - Carol Service at 11am

24th DECEMBER CHRISTMAS EVE
Christ Church - Crib Service at 4pm
St Peter’s - Crib Service at 3pm
St Mark’s - Crib Service at 4pm
Benefice Midnight Mass at St Mark’s, Dolphinholme - at 11.30pm

25th DECEMBER CHRISTMAS DAY
Christ Church - Christmas Eucharist at 11am
St Peter’s - Christmas Eucharist at 9.30am
St Mark’s - Christmas Eucharist at 9.30am

26th DECEMBER FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Christ Church - Benefice Eucharist at 10.15am
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New Year Across the Benefice
dqowbenefice.co.uk

2nd JANUARY SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Christ Church - BCP Eucharist at 11am
St Peter’s - BCP Eucharist at 9am Family Service at 10am
St Mark’s - Eucharist at 9.30am

9th JANUARY THIRD SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Christ Church - Family Service at 5.30pm
St Peter’s - Eucharist at 9.30am
St Mark’s - Morning Prayer at 11am

16th JANUARY FOURTH SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Christ Church - Eucharist at 11am
St Peter’s - Morning Prayer at 9.30am
St Mark’s - Family Service at 10am

23rd JANUARY FIFTH SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Christ Church - Evensong at 5.30pm
St Peter’s - Eucharist at 9.30am
St Mark’s - Eucharist at 11am

30th JANUARY SIXTH SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Benefice Eucharist at St Peter’s Quernmore- at 10.15am
For more information about the Benefice please
log on to

dqowbenefice.co.uk

The website contains a calendar of services and
events and you can access the weekly pew sheet
even if you miss the service!
During December and January you can access
this magazine on the website in glorious colour!
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View From
the Vicarage
Dear Friends
What a roller coaster this year has been, hasn't it? On a personal
level, for the Rigney's, there has been hospital emergencies and
grown children leaving home to begin life in the world of work.
For our church family, there's been the joy of an additional
priest, in the shape of Chris; the resumption of weddings and
many, many baptisms! In addition, we' ve been able to sing in
church, we've seen the start of new youth and children's groups
and we've seen some fabulous fundraising (in challenging
circumstances) that has resulted in all 3 churches paying their
parish share in full this year. Congratulations and thanks to all
involved!
Against all of this though, there have also been struggles for
many in our Church family. We've seen illness and, sadly, also
death. A number of us have had personal family struggles to
contend with and much of this is ongoing.
As we look forward to Advent and Christmas, our watchword
must always be 'hope'. It is hope that has sustained us so far
and it will continue to do so.
The personification of our hope is, of course, the Christ child. God
is coming into the world and the old order will be turned on it's
head. The helpless baby, whose birth we recall each Christmas is
the same man we remember each Easter morning, as we
celebrate the miracle of life out of death. Christ's birth and death
- Easter and Christmas - are inextricably linked and it is hope
that links them. After the dark, comes the dawn and out of
darkness comes light.
As we prepare to celebrate Advent, followed by Christmas,
maybe we can already see the chinks of light beginning to show
through, or maybe we still feel as though we're struggling in the
darkness. Wherever we find ourselves, may we hold onto hope
and the wonderful words of John's Gospel,
'The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it.' (John 1:5)
Have a peaceful and blessed Christmas, when it comes.
Much love
4
Cindyx, Graham and familyxx

Remembrance
We remember
The Somme, Dunkirk and Passchendaele
Cause us to think of times of war,
When men and boys went bravely out
They fought, some died and returned no more.
They gave their all that we should live,
We never should forget such cost,
Remembering with thankful hearts
Our freedom gained as lives were lost.
Another Man gave up His life,
Another war, another fight,
With all mankind held fast in chains
As darkness fell as black as night.
The cost was high, a sinless life
To break the chains and set us free,
The Lamb of God on Calvary’s cross
Paid that price for you, for me.
By Megan Carter

100 years ago, on 11th Nov 1921
that Remembrance poppies were
sold for the first time in British
and Commonwealth countries to
commemorate military
personnel who died in war. In
the UK they are sold by the
Royal British Legion to raise
funds for current and former
members of the British Armed
Forces. Around 30 million
poppies are sold each year.
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*

Opening Times for 2021
Friday 3 December 10am-5pm
Saturday 4 December 10am-5pm
Sunday 5 December 11am-5pm
*

Sunday Service 5 December
10am Family Service Among the Trees

Christmas Carol Service Sunday 19 December 7.30pm
Christmas Crib Service Tuesday 24 December 3pm

*

Refreshments available throughout opening times
*
Come and visit our beautiful country Church, lit up by
Christmas Trees, decorated by our generous sponsors –
local businesses, individuals and primary school. The
church will look wonderful and the atmosphere will be
very special.
For many reasons it can be hard to come into church, so
we hope that this special event will provide a warm and
welcoming place for everyone.

*

*Trees and displays to enthral you
*Drinks and mince pies, soup and bread to
warm you
*People to talk to
*An opportunity to sit and rest
*A Prayer Tree – for your prayers and requests
*A Remembrance Tree – with cards for names
of loved ones
Please help support our village Church
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
quernmorechurchchristmastreefestival
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Some thoughts from our Curate
Chris Walker

Looking Back to Ordination Day
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Arriving at the cathedral to find friends already
waiting outside – a surprise and a joy, and a
chance to chat briefly
Hearing all the bells being rung, and seeing all
the great and good bedecked in gold, and being
amazed that this was for us – it was like a royal
wedding, which I suppose in a way it was
Hearing Bishop Jill say the words of ordination,
and feeling Cindy’s hands pressing down firmly
on my head – a still, yet electric, moment of
absolute “rightness”
Getting my ordination stole in a knot, the
carefully placed Velcro having failed to perform,
then finally untying it to wear it priest-style.
Archdeacon David leaned over, and I anticipated
words of wisdom. He said “Left side down a bit…”
Emerging from the cathedral to a lovely afternoon
instead of the forecast storm, and the pure joy of
meeting family and friends who have been part of
the journey – very special to have folks there
from our benefice
Bishop Philip, still in gold cloak, photobombing
everyone! (“Who’s that bloke”, asked a friend.
“The Bishop of Burnley” I replied…)
Feeling a very strong sense that Sunday, and
presiding at the Eucharist, would bring a greater
sense of completion, and it did. Words are truly
not enough.
Managing to make a few mistakes, and feeling
that among our lovely communities it didn’t
matter – very grateful to Cindy for the time she
put in helping me to practice
Being thankful that never again will I need to
practice the Eucharist with a stale biscuit that has
been in the kitchen cupboard since before the
first lockdown, and then feeling obliged to eat it…
Almost last of all – for the wonderful gifts, the
cards, the kindness and the encouragement –
thank you, thank you, thank you!
And thank you, Lord, for getting me thus far, and
for the promise to walk with me always,
whatever comes.
Chris Walker
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If you are unable to get out to the shops or get an online
delivery - for those small essentials please remember that
Yvonne Awcock (based at Woodside, Abbeystead) is supplying
milk, eggs, veg and meat to Abbeystead, Greenbank,
Quernmore and Over Wyresdale. Shop open from 7.00 - 20.00
Monday to Friday 8.00 - 20.00 at weekends selling milk, Bread
cheese, Butter, Potatoes etc. Milk deliveries on Monday.
Wednesday and Friday. New customers always welcome
Yvonne's email address is : essentialdriver@hotmail.co.uk
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Advent
Waiting is not popular in our culture, when so much can
be obtained simply at the press of a button! Advent,
when we wait for the coming of Christmas, is also an
opportunity to learn what it means to be waiting for the
promised return of Jesus. He says: ‘It’s like a man going
away: he leaves his house and puts his servants in
charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one
at the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep watch
because you do not know when the owner of the house
will come back’ (Mark 13:34-35).
We live between Jesus’ first and second comings and
this parable reminds us of the need to watch and wait,
as disciples living faithfully for Him. It reminds us of two
kinds of waiting: passive and active. Imagine you’re at
the railway station, awaiting the arrival of a train. On
the platform a man is asleep, as he thinks there is plenty
of time before the train arrives. He is passively waiting.
There is also a small boy on the platform who is excited
about the train coming. He can’t sit still and constantly
looks down the track to see if the train is coming. He is
actively waiting, for he expects the train to arrive at any
moment.
Advent gives us a choice: how will we wait for Jesus’
coming? Passive waiting doesn’t require much attention
on our part. We can live our Christian life pre-occupied
with our own concerns, rather than looking to God.
However, active waiting involves an eager expectation,
as we await Jesus’ return or simply look to him coming
to us today. All we want is to be found faithful as His
disciples. There is nothing more important than being
ready to meet our Master!
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Partners in Environment Youth Group
For our second meeting we volunteered with the Wyre Rivers
Trust and learnt about leaky dams and riparian strips and how
they protect communities downstream from flooding and reduce
erosion of river banks. We did this during a very educational walk
with Sam Hopes of the Wyre Rivers Trust who showed us the
leaky dams in action. We saw a time lapse trail camera which
monitors how the dams work during floods.
We were then split into groups and shown how to make the brash
bundle dams ourselves. We made these by chopping up leftover
brash from forestry work, selecting larger branches to give the
dam some structure and smaller twigs to slow the flow of water
downstream. It was great to have Chris the Curate along helping
us to make the bundles and bring a moment of calm to a very
busy day.
We are all looking forward to the next meeting where we will be
planting hay-meadow plug plants, sowing seeds, making a brash
hedge and undertaking general maintenance for the Hermitage
Community Meadow. We hope it will be just as good as the last
session.

We are all really enjoying volunteering, meeting new people and
learning about the local environment.
Oliver Harding and Sam Foster
If you know of someone, of High School age, who might be interested in joining P.I.E
please contact Rob Foster rjfoster75@gmail.com to find out more
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Youth Club for Minis
I’m writing about the mini youth club
that I go to every month on a
Sunday at 3 till 5.30pm.
We do it outside in the woods near the
church.
We have made bread mice for the harvest and a lot more things that I’ve
enjoyed such as wooly sheep, leaf
crowns and hammer and nail hearts.
We make food sometimes like S’mores
and we drink Vimto. The best part of
the club is that my friends are there.
By Theo (age 9)

Health and Safety Procedures
for our Christmas Services
Gates and doors will be left open, so there is no need to touch them.
Windows will also be open {please dress accordingly!}
·
Please social distance {2m} along the path and in church at all times.
Face Masks must be worn
·
Please use provided hand gel as you enter and leave.
·
Please fill up from the front and sit only where you see a
service
book. Please take the pew sheet but NOT the service booklet when you
leave. No hymn books will be used.
·
Leave from the back rows first.
·
Please avoid chatting on entering and leaving church, but go straight to
your seat.
·
Children will need to remain seated with family groups, so please bring
appropriate distractions as necessary.
Sidespeople will be available to help, should you require them.
.
Please place your offering in the box, at the rear of church, either before or after the service.
.
The vestry will be restricted to use by the Vicar only.
·
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Benefice News
St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival

Advanced notice of St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival from Friday 3rd - Sunday 5th December. Please book the date and let your friends know. This is
an important fundraising event for our church and we need as much support
as possible to meet our financial target. You can also support us through
our JustGiving page:
Www.JustGiving.com/crowdfunding/quernmorechurchchristmastreefestival
Please have a look at the page and send it on to your friends and family.

St Mark’s

We have done some church cleaning this week but there is still more that
needs doing.
* all the woodwork needs a polish
* the area around the organ is in need of a proper clean
* the vestry could do with emptying then having a thorough clean
* the brasses are in need of a polish
If you feel that you are able to lend a helping hand it would be much appreciated. Have a word with Kath (791098). Thank you.
Kath and Janet
Pew sheet
Sign up to receive the pew sheet every Saturday via the website blog page
at https://dqowbenefice.co.uk/blog/
Watch out for updates re Christmas Fairs!
Regular Giving
If you are in a position to provide a regular contribution to our churches please
contact the following for further information:
Over Wyresdale - Helen Yu
email - yuhel459@aol.com
Quernmore - Stephen Potter
email - steve.pottereng@gmail.com
Dolphinholme - Anthony Atkinson email - anthony.atkinson9dd@btinternet.com
Christmas Greetings to our friends in our Link parishes of
Greene in Braunschweig, Germany &
Odendaalsrus in the Free State, South Africa
A very Happy Christmas and all best wishes for 2022
From Cindy, Graham, Arin and Alyx

Grateful thanks to Chris Walker, Stephen Potter, Theo,
Sam and Oliver, and Rev Cindy for their contributions to
this edition.
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Caring for Creation
This month sees the eagerly anticipated COP26 climate conference in Glasgow. As
Christians, we need to hold together two key insights, if we are to engage with the
challenge of climate change:
The world is not ours:
‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1). The world is not ours, but
God’s! If we understand this, we will rediscover the responsibility of our calling to
care for God’s world: ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden
to work it and take care of it.’ (Genesis 2:15). This challenges our consumer mindset, that says the resources of the earth are both limitless and exist for our pleasure. As well as caring for the planet, we also need to care for its people, for it’s the
poorest who will suffer the most from climate change. According to the World Bank,
100 million could fall into poverty by 2030. We cannot properly address the climate
crisis until we re-learn our place in God’s world!
We belong to Christ:
We also belong to the one in whom: ‘all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through him and for him.’ (Colossians 1:16). We can look
forward to the climax of history when God will restore the broken world and make
everything new. We are empowered by Christ to take our proper place as stewards
of the earth, as we share in this hope. We are called to love God and neighbour, and
care for the planet by living simply, recycling, conserving energy and choosing reusable options.
However great the climate crisis gets, as Christians, we can engage in it with faith
and not with fatalism!

St Peter’s Churchyard
Look how the wild flowers grow: they do not work or make clothes for
themselves. But I tell you that not even King Solomon with all his
wealth had clothes as beautiful as one of these flowers.’
We spotted some wild flowers growing in the churchyard and thought we
should mow round them. Among them we spotted: initially Primroses
and cowslips followed by Orchids, Ox-eye daisy, Clover, Vetch and some
interesting grasses.
To add to the beauty of the wild flowers the two planters adjacent to the
memorial bench have been re-planted by Gale.
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All in the month of December
It was:
1500 years ago, on 7th December 521 that St Columba,
Irish missionary who spread Christianity in Scotland, was
born. He was one of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland.
250 years ago, on 25th December 1771 that Dorothy
Wordsworth, writer, poet, and diarist, was born. She was
sister to the poet William Wordsworth.
150 years ago, on 24th December 1871 that the world
premiere of Giuseppe Verdi’s opera Aida, was held in Cairo,
Egypt.
100 years ago, on 6th Dec 1921 that the Anglo-Irish
Treaty was signed in London. It ended the Irish War of
Independence and established the Irish Free State (with
effect from December 1922.)
80 years ago, on 7th December 1941 that the Japanese
made their surprise bomb attack on Pearl Harbour, Hawaii.
The USA, UK, Netherlands, New Zealand, and other countries
declared war on Japan the following day. The War in Europe
had now become a World War.
75 years ago, on 18th December 1946, that Steve Biko,
South Africa anti-apartheid activist, was born. Founder of the
Black Consciousness Movement, he was beaten to death by
state security officers in 1977, aged 30.
30 years ago, on 25th and 26th December 1991, that
Mikhail Gorbachev resigned as President of the Soviet
Union, and the next day the Soviet Union was officially
dissolved. The 12 remaining Soviet republics became
independent states.
25 years ago, on 10th December 1996, that South African
President Nelson Mandela signed a new constitution,
completing the transition from white minority rule to full
democracy.
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Smile Lines
Hymns for the road
If you MUST speed on the road during this Christmas season, at least sing these
hymns loudly as you go:
at
at
at
at
at
at
at

45 mph.... ‘God Will Take Care of Me’
55 mph.... ‘Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah’
65 mph.... ‘Nearer My God to Thee’
75 mph.... ‘Nearer Still Nearer’
85 mph.... ‘This World is Not My Home’
95 mph.... ‘Lord, I'm Coming Home’
100 mph....’Precious Memories’

Grandfathers
I was talking to my young Sunday School class, and a four-year-old boy suddenly
asked me: "Miss, do you have a grandfather?"
I replied, "I used to have two, but they both went to Heaven to be with Jesus."
He thought, shook his head sadly, and said, "One of my grandfathers hasn’t gone to
Heaven."

(Long pause while I tried to decide how to proceed.)
"He’s gone to Bexhill-on-Sea.”
Your cat’s favourite Christmas songs
1. Up on the Mousetop
2. Have Yourself a Furry Little Christmas
3. Joy to the Curled
4. I Saw Mommy Hiss at Santa Claus
5. The First Meow
6. Oh, Come All Ye Fishful
7. Silent Mice
8. Fluffy, the Snowman
9. Jingle Balls
10. Wreck the Halls
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Smile Lines
Miscellaneous observations on modern life
I don't always go the extra mile, but when I do it's because I missed my exit.
Humans are about 60% water. Basically, we are ice cream with anxiety.
A lot of money is tainted - It taint yours and it taint mine.
Once you've seen one shopping centre, you've seen a mall.
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis.
In filling out an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency, notify’: I put
'DOCTOR.'
Member of the congregation to minister: “I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was
blaming you.”
Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
Where there's a will, there are relatives.
Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint. - Mark Twain
Don't worry about avoiding temptation...as you grow older, it will avoid you.
- Winston Churchill
If at first you DO succeed, try not to look astonished. - Anon
First Communion
My three-year-old niece, Kelly, went with a neighbour’s little girl to church for her
First Communion practice. The minister had the children cup their hands, and then
went solemnly down the line, giving each child a piece of bread, and intoning: "God
be with you".
Apparently, this made quite an impression on my niece. She came home and told
her mother to cup her hands and bend down. Kelly took a piece of bread from her
sandwich, placed it in her mother's hands, and whispered, in her most angelic voice,
"God will get you."
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Year’s Mind
In Our Year’s Mind for NOVEMBER at St Mark’s
Angela Worthington, George Ernest Hanson,
Septimus James Pye, Mary Grace Pye, Elsie Thornton,
Dick Cookson, David Christopher Halhead,
Betty Pye, Kathleen Hart, Eldred David Halton,
Carol Lesley Fishwick, Audrey Corless, Ann Pedder

In Our Year’s Mind for NOVEMBER at St Peter’s
Grace Stackhouse, Margaret Mary Garnett

In Our Year’s Mind for DECEMBER at St Mark’s
Dorothy Jean Clark, William Gorst, William Gardner,
Wendy Heather Barnes, Louisa Ronson,
Florence Mabel Proctor, Alice Jane Cookson,
Annie Bainbridge, Christopher Fox Halhead,
Joan Warburton, Mary Elizabeth Dickinson,
John Addison Bargh, Nellie Maclachlan,
James Robert Cary Owtram

In Our Year’s Mind for DECEMBER at St Peter’s
David Alan Wilson, Edith Curwen,
Patricia Wilkinson, William Stackhouse,
Edmund Dagger

In Our Year’s Mind for JANUARY at St Mark’s
Gill Close, Jessie Winter Denne, Richard Hall,
John/James Carr Procter, Henry Cary Owtram,
Nora Elizabeth Gorrall, John Dinsdale, Sidney De Boak,
Florence Annie Gertrude Denne, John William Barnes,
Brian Moss, Glenn Martin Clark, Margery Carter,
Alan Maclachan, Iain Michael Smith, Ruby Jean Wiecke

In Our Year’s Mind for JANUARY at St Peter’s
Hilda Wareing,
Maurice Walker, Dorothy Walker,
Isabella Ayrton
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
There are more frightening things than bishops out there....
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
You really should not worry about having reversed your car into the
bishop’s gatepost, knocking it over and destroying his rose-beds. It
gives him an opportunity to exercise Christian forgiveness. Your real
mistake was scribbling a note of apology and pushing it through his
letterbox. Far better would have been to have sent an anonymous letter
(and to have written it on lined notepaper in capital letters, preferably in
green ink, to make it look truly authentic) saying that you had seen the
archdeacon do it, and then you had watched him drive off without
stopping. That would have taken the minds of the senior clergy away
from parish matters for quite some time.
No, never worry about the wrath of bishops; dangers lurk much nearer
home. For a start, never incur the displeasure of your flower arrangers. I
only crossed their path once – and arrived in church the following
Sunday, to see a ten-foot-high floral arrangement at the front of church.
I assumed it was by way of making amends, until I discovered it had
been placed in front of the pulpit. I was obliged to preach, hidden behind
a large multicoloured hedge, while the congregation listened to what
were apparently talking chrysanthemums.
A colleague offended his own ladies and arrived to find that the contents
of the safe had been removed and replaced with all those exotic pieces
of equipment that seem to be indispensable for arranging flowers. He
was obliged to administer Communion using a small vase until peace
was re-established and his chalice returned to him.
Similarly, organists are a delicate breed. Congratulate him on the
anthem, and if it happened to be unaccompanied, he would assume you
were implying that the services were better without his playing. Offend
your organist and you can be guaranteed that hymns will be played at
either half or double speed, stopping one verse short and that the final
piece of music as you process out will stop, leaving you and the choir
stranded halfway down the aisle.
And finally, never, ever upset your verger. One forgotten Christmas
present and you can be sure you will get half-way through a baptism to
find he hasn’t put water in the font; at marriage services, the sheets for
last week’s funeral will have been accidentally put out and when you sit
in your stall you will discover where he now stores the mop and bucket.
No, bishops are warm, fluffy bunnies; real dangers lurks much nearer
home.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
22
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United Benefice of
DOLPHINHOLME, QUERNMORE
& OVER WYRESDALE
dqowbenefice.co.uk
VICAR Rev Cindy Rigney 01524 793125
revcinders@gmail.com
CURATE Chris Walker 01524 382397
revchristina@hotmail.com
LLM –Licensed Lay Minister Anne Brigg 01524 751402
Link editor - Graham Rigney 01524 793125
graham.rigney@gmail.com
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